Dorchester - 597

Jefferson ME Church

Smithville Rd. 1878, 1924
Smithville,MD

Access : Public

The present Jefferson ME Church is on the south side
of Smithville Road,mile from that road's junction with Rte.16.
The building faces north and is 16' from the road. This structure
was built in 192), The original chapel stood on the north side

of the road 3/l mile from the present structure in an ares that
is now wooded. It measures 36' across the front facade and ig 60!
in depth. The congregation gates from 1876. Smithville is a black
village inhabited by watermer and farmers. An abandoned school
house is located on the Jefferson ME property that served as the

Smithville School (colored) until consolidation in the 1950's,
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DESCRIPTION D-SU4F

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
2 EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED —_ORIGINAL SITE
__GOOD __RUINS X ALTERED _XMOVED DATE__‘-_?_G'_T“" -
_FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OR{IGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present Jefferson ME Church is on the south
side of Smithville Rd.,%mile from that roads junction with Rte.16.
The building faces north and is 16' from the road. This structure
was built in 192L. The original chapel stood on the north side of
the road 3/l mile from the present structure in an area that'is }
now wooded. The present church was built in 192y, It measures
36' across the front facade and is 60' in depth. There is an

entrance tower on the south-east corner of the building it extends
ten feet from the south gable. The building is gabled (FNerth ~-South).
It sits on concrete piers and is built of Weatherboard, . The building
is covered with composite shingles and has a composite shingle roof.
There are three steps up to the double-wooden Spamel doors (the

entrance is at the front of the tower). There are three panes of colored.
glass in the triangular arc above the entrance. The belfry had small

3% ft. lancet louvers on all four sides. There is a double lancet window
in the front(south) gable of the building . These windows are 2-over-2

colored-glass(yellow,blue,red) L's' in height. There are five Zsmeet

(colored-glass) L' windows on the east side of the building and 3

identical windows on the west side. At the rear of the building is

a 5' bayed extension where the sacristy is located. A new cinder
block structure has been attached to the south-west side of the building.
This structure is made of cinder block. It extends L0' to the west.

There is an abandoned school on the west side of the Church and the cemeter;

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

——LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
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—MILITARY

——MUSIC
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—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT
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__SCIENCE

__SCULPTURE
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__TRANSPORTATION
__OTHER (SPECIFY)
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BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Although the present church was built

in 1924

the congregati i 8
gregatlon dates from 1876. The present church is located

3/L mile from the original site of Jefferson IE Chapel. Smithville

is a8 black village inhabited by watermen and farmers.

in this region since before the Civil war.

They have lived

An abandoned school house

T .
EE. oc?ted on the Jefferson ME Church property that served ss the
thville 8chool (colored) until consolidation in the 1850'g

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

FUIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

SENE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
E81FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE . 5 ) X
James W. Clark,Historic Sites Surveyor
ORGANIZATION ) gryland Commission on Afro-American DATE
History & Culture
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE N
20 Dean Street 269-2893
CiTY OR TOWN TATE
Annapolis s Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Jefferson Methodist Episcopal Church D-597
Smithville, Dorchester County, MD
Michael Hosford

Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis, MD
Northeast elevation
2/81






Jefferson Methodist Episcopal Church  D-597
Smithville, Dorchester County, MD
Michael Hosford

Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis,
Northwest elevation
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